
To assist with any technical issues, please mute and block your video during 
the session.

1. Select the Participants button to open a menu on the right to 
show all participants in the call.

2. Select the Chat button and enter text, including questions or 
comments.

3. Select the Reactions button and select the “Thumbs-up” 
feature if you would like to verbally ask a question.
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I work and live on the traditional, ancestral, and
unceded territory of the Musqueam people. The land
it is situated on has always been a place of learning
for the Musqueam, who for millennia have passed on
their culture, history, and traditions from one
generation to the next on this site.



Thank you to BCcampus.

Thank you to Adair Harper.



Open Pedagogy 
OR
Critical Digital Pedagogy 
OR
OER-Enabled Pedagogy 
OR
Open Educational Practice



Agenda
Open Pedagogy

Information Literacy

Critical Information Literacy

Open Pedagogy and Critical 
Information Literacy Alignments

Examples of Open Pedagogy 
and Critical Information in 
Practice



Open Pedagogy

Social Constructivism  ➕Critical Pedagogy  ➕Open



Social Constructivism
“... humans learn by building knowledge cooperatively 
through social interaction and the  application of prior 
knowledge (as tools) in a continual interpretation of 
ongoing experiences”

(Bentley, Fleury, & Garrison, 2007, p11)



Critical Pedagogy
“... (teacher)  works to break down hierarchies and empower learners to not 
only interpret, reject, or grant meaning to knowledge but also to think 
critically about their own position within the  institutions that maintain 
information authority …. 

The purpose of  education in this context then is aimed at developing ways of 
thinking that address how information is shaped by the context in which it 
was created and seeking ways to empower students to act to make change”

(Fields & Harper, 2020, Forthcoming)





Where Does “Open” Come In?

➔ Open Access Movement

➔ Open Educational Resources (OER) as a Social Justice 

Commitment

➔ Open Pedagogy Addressing Educational Innovation for OER

➔ Networked Technologies Enabling Open Participation**



Information Literacy 
&
Critical Information Literacy 



“It is a main tenet of critical information literacy that
information literacy instruction should resist the
tendency to reinforce and reproduce hegemonic
knowledge, and instead nurture students’
understandings of how information and knowledge
are formed by unequal power relations based on
class, race, gender, and sexuality.”

(Beilin, 2015, para 11)



“...(examining) the social construction and political 
dimensions of information, and problematizes 
information’s development, use, and purposes with 
the intent of prompting students to think critically 
about such forces and act upon this knowledge” 

(Tewell, 2015, p. 36). 



Open Pedagogy & Critical Information Literacy
Complimentary Themes

Critical Education Pedagogy & Critical Consciousness

Social Construction of Knowledge

Agency & Empowerment

Social Justice

Challenging Institutions



Unique Elements
Open Pedagogy

➔ Invites students to be active 
participants and collaborators 

➔ Commitment to creation and 
openness

➔ Network technologies for 
participation**

Critical Information Literacy 

➔ Focus on using a critical-pedagogy 
informed teaching practice to 
engage with information systems

➔ Focus on developing a practice of 
critical reflection about 
information systems

➔ Network technologies for finding**



The potential for students to engage in “... (using) 
information in creating new knowledge and 
participating ethically in communities of learning” 
(ACRL,2015,p3), as identified in the definition of IL in 
the ACRL Framework, is greatly increased when the 
focus of IL is  on collaboration and contribution. 

(Fields & Harper, 2020, Forthcoming)





CIL and OP 
Course Integration

FNIS Wikipedia Gap Analysis & 

Editing

GRSJ Social Justice Zines

Holocaust Artefact Encyclopedia



FNIS 220 
Wikipedia 
Gap Analysis 
& Editing

FNIS 220 Syllabus created by Dr. David Gaertner



Wikipedia Gap Analysis & Editing  as OP & CIL
➔ Traditional knowledge production systems vs. Wikipedia
➔ Critical Analysis of Wikipedia

◆ Consensus
◆ Point of View
◆ Proof
◆ Visibility





FNIS 220: Representation and Indigenous Cultural Politics Wikipedia Activity, October 2018



➔ “Small circulation self-published 

work”

➔ Usually reproduced by photocopier 

➔ Collage, original art, writings, poetry, 

information, how-to, etc.

➔ Historical connection to social justice  

movements, organizing, and fan to fan 

communications

➔ Coming back in style 

GRSJ 102 
Social Justice Zines



Pre and Post Zine Activities

Introducing Zines

➔ Instructions

➔ Tools and resources

➔ Past class zines and personal collection

Guest Lecture - HK Protests and Zine Culture

➔ HK Zine Culture and history

➔ Freedom-Hai Zine Collection

Guest Lecture - Library Workshop - Intellectual 

Property, Copyright, CC, Cultural Appropriation

➔ Tools, Choices, and Ethics for Zine 

➔ Illustrate This! Zine by Alex Alisauskas and 

Erin Fields 

Zine Fair

➔ Zine sharing

➔ Zine trading

➔ Connecting and sharing with community zine 

distributors

Zine Evaluation Class

➔ Sharing tools, tech, and best practices

Grading and Feedback

➔ Evaluation and marking

Library Zine Display



Zines as OP & CIL
➔ Intellectual Property 
➔ Cultural, Ethical,  and Political 

Implications of Using Others 
Intellectual Property 

➔ Benefits and Problems with the 
Copyright System

➔ Open Licenses, Attribution, and 
the Implications of Sharing

➔ Creation, licensing and sharing 

Example - Cultural Appropriation & Copyright
The Inuit garment/KTZ AW15Extract from ‘Northern Voices’ via 

thestar.com/via kokontozai.com

http://kokontozai.com




Holocaust Artefact Encyclopedia
➔ Partnership between the Vancouver Holocaust Education Centre and a 

faculty member in the Department of Central, Eastern, and Northern 

European Studies

➔ GERM 426 - German Representations of the Holocaust 

Assignment
➔ Analyze in detail two artefacts from the In Focus exhibit that in your 

opinion are significant for understanding the Holocaust.
➔ Your essay must be approximately 1500 words (not including Works

Cited), double-spaced and 12 point font.



Artefact Encyclopedia as OP & CIL

➔ Intellectual Property 
➔ Cultural, Ethical, and Political 

Nature of Information Institutions 
(i.e. museums)

➔ Open Licenses, Attribution, and 
the Implications of Sharing

➔ Creation, licensing and sharing 

Museums display personal objects
meant to connect visitors with the
people involved… it is a fine balance
to promote narrative without
revictimization. It is up to the visitors
to explore and analyze with historical
empathy and to construct meaning in
what they see and what they learn.

Example - Cultural Artefacts and Impacts Open Sharing



Final Thoughts



In the chat, answer the following:

How could you rethink your current practices 
to engage in open pedagogy and critical 
information literacy? 

Use your “Thumbs-up” reaction if you would like to share verbally or have a 
question and we will call on you to answer. 



Questions?

Erin Fields, UBC
erin.fields@ubc.ca
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