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What is Pressbooks

• An open source self-
publishing tool based on 
WordPress

• Used all over the world to 
publish and share open 
educational resources

• Available for free to all British 
Columbia post-secondary 
faculty (go to 
pressbooks.bccampus.ca)



More Pressbooks Resources

• Pressbooks Guide (BCcampus)

• Pressbooks User Guide (Pressbooks)

• Pressbooks video tutorial series

• Accessibility Toolkit

https://opentextbc.ca/pressbooks/
https://guide.pressbooks.com/
https://video.bccampus.ca/channel/Pressbooks%2BTutorials/66388
https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/


Topics to cover

• Content types
• Digital accessibility requirements
• Considerations for export formats and print

• Book structure and navigation

• Testing for accessibility

• Handing OER off to students



What affects access to learning?

• Presentation, format, and structure of information

• Day-to-day life and personal responsibilities

• Access to technology and Internet

• Unfamiliar or complex technology



Multiple Formats



File formats
Format Internet 

required?
Device Required apps Features Other things to consider

Online 
webbook

Yes Computer, 
tablet, 
phone

An Internet 
browser 
(Chrome, Firefox, 
Edge, or Safari)

WCAG 2.0 AA compliant, option to 
enlarge text, and compatible with 
browser text-to-speech tools.

The only format that 
supports multimedia and 
interactive content

PDF No Computer, 
tablet

A PDF reader or 
printer

Ability to zoom in, highlight, and 
annotate the text.

Digital PDF is designed for 
on-screen reading.

Print PDF is designed for 
printing.

eBook 
(EPUB/
MOBI)

No Computer, 
tablet, 
phone

Kindle app 
(MOBI) or 
eReader app 
(EPUB)

Option to enlarge text, change font 
style, size, and colour. Ability to 
annotate the text.

HTML No Computer, 
tablet, 
phone

An Internet 
browser

WCAG 2.0 AA compliant, option to 
enlarge text, and compatible with 
browser text-to-speech tools.

Very basic styling and 
limited navigation options.



Appearance - Themes
Sample Book



Appearance – Theme Options
Sample Book



Appearance – Custom Styles

Sample Book



Content



Headings

❑ Content is organized under 
headings and subheadings

❑ Headings and subheadings 
are used sequentially

<title>Chapter 1: Introduction to Sociology</title>

<h1>Introduction</h1>

Concerts, sporting matches and games, and political rallies can 
have…

<h1>1.1 What is Sociology</h1>

A dictionary defines sociology as the systematic study of…

<h2>What are Society and Culture?</h2>

Sociologists study all aspects and levels of society…



Links

❑ The link text makes sense 
out of context

❑ Links do not open in new 
windows or tabs (unless a 
text reference is provided)

❑ The web address is 
available for those using a 
print copy

• Not accessible

• For more information on web accessibility, click here.

• Not accessible

• For more information on web accessibility, go to 

https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/.

• Accessible

• For more information on web accessibility, refer to the 

Accessibility Toolkit.

• Accessible

• For more information on web accessibility, refer to the 

Accessibility Toolkit [New Tab].

• Accessible

• The BC Open Textbook Review Template [Word File]

provides guidelines for completing an open textbook 

review.

https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/
https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/
https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/
https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/


Insert a link

1. Select the text you would 
like to link.

2. Click the “link” icon.

3. Paste the web address for 
the link.

4. Hit [Enter] or the arrow 
button.



Links and printing

Students using a print copy will not be 
able to access websites unless they 
have the web address. 

You can provide the web address by:

• Creating a list of links in the back matter 
of the book

• Providing links in a foot note

• Using Custom Styles of have the web 
address inserted after link text in the Print 
PDF



Webbook vs. Print 
PDF

You can find the CSS for how 
to do this in the Links chapter 
in the Accessibility Toolkit.

https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/chapter/links/


Considerations for 
Tables

For a table to be accessible, it needs to 
have the following things:

• A defined structure (a maximum of one row 

and/or column of heading cells with correct 

scope assigned)

• A caption

• No split or merged cells

• Adequate cell padding



Create an accessible table

Slide adapted from “Introduction to Pressbooks” by Arianna Cheveldave. CC BY.



Slide adapted from “Introduction to Pressbooks” by Arianna Cheveldave. CC BY.

Table cell properties



Select cell type to “Header cell”

Slide adapted from “Introduction to Pressbooks” by Arianna Cheveldave. CC BY.



Set scope to “column”

Slide adapted from “Introduction to Pressbooks” by Arianna Cheveldave. CC BY.



Add a table caption

Slide adapted from “Introduction to Pressbooks” by Arianna Cheveldave. CC BY.



Table properties

Slide adapted from “Introduction to Pressbooks” by Arianna Cheveldave. CC BY.



Table with caption

Slide adapted from “Introduction to Pressbooks” by Arianna Cheveldave. CC BY.



Table CSS: Before and after

You can find the 
exact CSS to do this 
in the Tables chapter 
in the Pressbooks 
Guide.

https://opentextbc.ca/pressbooks/chapter/tables/


Considerations for 
images

1. Size of an image and it’s legibility in 
export formats

2. Use of colour

3. Use of captions and figure numbers

4. Text descriptions



Describing Images

Alternative 
text



Surrounding Text



Alt text

Alt text should:

• Address the significance of the 
image

• Not include “Image of”

• Be short (no more than 125 
characters)



Long Descriptions

Step-by-step instructions:

• Accessibility Toolkit’s chapter 
on Images

• Video tutorial: How to insert 
internal links with anchor tags

https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/chapter/images/
https://video.bccampus.ca/media/How+to+Insert+Internal+Links+with+Anchor+Tags/0_nthliec8


Use tables to describe images

“Figure 14.1” © William Little. Based on data from Lupri and Frideres, 1981. CC BY.

https://opentextbc.ca/introductiontosociology2ndedition/wp-content/uploads/sites/164/2016/08/Very-satisfied2.jpg
https://opentextbc.ca/introductiontosociology2ndedition/chapter/chapter-14-marriage-and-family/


Describing with Lists

• Jupiter, a Jovian (gas giant) 
planet

• Core: rock, ice

• Middle layer: Metalic hydrogen

• Outer layer: H2, gas

• Earth, a terrestrial planet
• Inner core: Solid FE/Ni 

• Outer core: Liquid FE/Ni

• Mantle: Rock

• Uranus, an ice giant planet
• Core: rock

• Mantle: water, NH3, CH4 ices

• Atmosphere: H2, He, CH4 gas

Planets image by KP after public domain images by FrancescoA, WolfmanSF, and NASA



Symbols

x or × or ·
- or − or —
÷ or /

½ or 1/2



Special characters



Supported Math 
Markup 

Languages

Supported languages include

• LaTeX

• AsciiMath

• MathML



Formulas:
Images with Alt 

Text Alternative Text:

m equals begin fraction m sub 0 over 
begin square root 1 minus begin fraction 
v sup 2 over c sup 2 end fraction end 
square root end fraction



Multimedia and interactive content

• Videos

• Audio files

• H5P activities 



Audio

❑ Include a transcript

Examples: Podcasts, interviews, 
recorded lectures

A transcript provides a text equivalent 
of audio content. It includes 

• Speaker name(s)

• Headings and subheadings

• All relevant audio content, including

• All speech content

• Relevant descriptions of speech

• Descriptions of relevant non-
speech audio



Video

❑ All relevant visual 
information is conveyed via 
an audio description or 
transcript

❑ All relevant audio 
information is conveyed via 
captions or a transcript

Captions: Text that is synchronized with 
audio in a video.

Audio descriptions: Audio descriptions 
of visual content shown in the video that 
isn’t conveyed through audio

Transcript: Includes the same 
information as with audio transcripts, but 
may also include relevant description of 
visual content



H5P Accessibility

• H5P – a tool for adding 
interactive activities to an 
OER in pressbooks

• Multiple choice, fill in the 
blank, interactive video, and 
more

• See the full list of the 
accessibility status of all H5P 
content types.

https://h5p.org/documentation/installation/content-type-accessibility


H5P in Exports



Book Structure and Navigation

• Parts and chapters

• Internal links

• Two-level table of contents

• Collapsible headings



Parts and Chapters

Parts: In Pressbooks, a Part 
acts as a containers for 
Chapters. They can be left 
empty or introduce the section.

Chapters: In Pressbooks, 
Chapters are where most of the 
content lives. The webbook will 
display a chapter all on one 
web page.

“Chapters”

“Part”

“Part”

“Part”

“Chapters”

“Chapters”



Book-structure option: One part, multiple 
chapters



Book structure option: Chapters grouped 
by topic



Book structure option: Multiple parts, 
multiple chapters



Additional Navigation Options

• Internal links (Digital formats)

• Two-level TOC (all formats)

• Collapse sections (Webbook)

https://opentextbc.ca/pressbooks/chapter/hyperlink-material/


Internal Links



Two-level table of contents

Part
Chapter

Chapter H1s



Collapsible headings



Testing for Accessibility

• WAVE (Web Accessibility Evaluation Tool)

• ContrastChecker.com

• Student feedback

https://wave.webaim.org/
https://contrastchecker.com/


File formats
Format Internet 

required?
Device Required apps Features Other things to consider

Online 
webbook

Yes Computer, 
tablet, 
phone

An Internet 
browser 
(Chrome, Firefox, 
Edge, or Safari)

WCAG 2.0 AA compliant, option to 
enlarge text, and compatible with 
browser text-to-speech tools.

The only format that 
supports multimedia and 
interactive content

PDF No Computer, 
tablet

A PDF reader or 
printer

Ability to zoom in, highlight, and 
annotate the text.

Digital PDF is designed for 
on-screen reading.

Print PDF is designed for 
printing.

eBook 
(EPUB/
MOBI)

No Computer, 
tablet, 
phone

Kindle app 
(MOBI) or 
eReader app 
(EPUB)

Option to enlarge text, change font 
style, size, and colour. Ability to 
annotate the text.

HTML No Computer, 
tablet, 
phone

An Internet 
browser

WCAG 2.0 AA compliant, option to 
enlarge text, and compatible with 
browser text-to-speech tools.

Very basic styling and 
limited navigation options.



Examples

• Accessibility Statement in Math for Trades: Volume 1

• How to Access and Use this Textbook in Math for Trades: 
Volume 1

https://opentextbc.ca/mathfortrades1/front-matter/accessibility-statement/
https://opentextbc.ca/mathfortrades1/front-matter/for-students/


Firefox: Reader View

Text on this slide is from “Organizing Content” in the Accessibility Toolkit - 2nd Edition by Amanda Coolidge, Tara Robertson, Sue Doner, and Josie Gray. CC BY.



Thank you


