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I WOULD LIKE TO BEGIN BY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THE 

LAND THAT I AM JOINING YOU FROM TODAY, AS AN 

UNINVITED GUEST ON THE UNCEDED TERRITORIES OF 

THE XʷMƏΘKʷƏY ̓ƏM (MUSQUEAM), SḴWX ̱WÚ7MESH 

(SQUAMISH), AND SEL ̓ÍL ̓WITULH (TSLEIL-WAUTUTH) 

NATIONS. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO ACKNOWLEDGE ALL 

THE COMMUNITIES WHO HAVE BEEN ON THE LANDS 

THAT YOU ARE ALL JOINING FROM, SINCE TIME 

IMMEMORIAL.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_Island_Indian_Reserve_No._3
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Locating Ourselves

"It reconnects us to ourselves, our people, and our stories as a 
powerful form of cultural resistance and the basic building block to having 
deep relationships with others (Move to end violence, 2017)."

• Who are your kin?

• ᑕᓂᑌ ᐅᒋ ᑭᔭ (Tanite oci kiya?)

• What Lands are you connected to aka where are you from?

• Who are you accountable to?

• What Lands to you reside on now?

This helps to acknowledge our biases, positions, and connections.



Situating Myself

Treaty Six Territory - amiskwaciwâskahikan (Edmonton) 

and amiskwaciy (Beaver Hil ls).

Tsuut'ina (Sarcee), Nehiyawak (Cree), Anishnaabe 

(Saulteaux), the Nakota Sioux, Michif (Metis) and the 

Niitsitapi (Blackfoot).

My connection to the Land and my community reflects 

my worldviews and my understandings of education, law, 

governance, relations, and protocols.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/governmentofalberta/34287126185
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Xiw7xwa Library

• Indigenous l ibrar ianship unites the disc ip l ine of l ibrar ianship 

with Indigenous approaches to knowledge, theory, and 

research methodology. It  has a develop ing bibl iography and 

local,  nat ional and internat ional professiona l associat ions 

devoted to its growth.

• A focus of Indigenous l ibrar ianship is the provis ion of 

cultural ly relevant l ibrary and information col lect ions and 

services by, for and with Indigenous people. Grounded in the 

contemporary real i t ies of Indigenous people and Indigenous 

aspirat ions for self -governance and sovereignty.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/htomren/3665426323/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Indigenous Worldviews

Knowledge is holistic, cyclic, 

and dependent upon 

relationships and connections to 

living and non-living beings and 

entities

there are many truths, and 

these truths are dependent 

upon individual experiences

everything is alive all things are equal

the Land is sacred

the relationship between people 

and the spiritual world is 

important

human beings are least 

important in the world.

Simpson, 2000



Indigenous 

Knowledges

Indigenous Knowledges are evolved from (Castel lano, 

2000)

1.  Tradit ional  Knowledges

A l iv ing chron ic le  of  or ig ins ,  t ra jector ies and ach ievements  of  

Ind igenous Peoples

2.  Empir ical  Knowledges

Carefu l  observat ions and re la t ionships  to humans and non -

humans. I t  i s  eco log ica l  and accumulated over  t ime.

3.  Revealed Knowledges

Somet imes revea led through dreams,  v is ions,  and in tu i t ion.



Characteristics of Indigenous Knowledges

Indigenous Knowledges have at  least  these f ive characterist ics (Castel lano, 2000)

1.  Personal

2.  Ora l ly  t ransmitted (wi th  Except ions)

3.  Exper ient ia l

Ex.  Exper iences on the Land.  You cannot know without actua l ly  be ing there so that  a l l  

senses are  act ivated.

4.  Hol is t ic

Br ings together  inner  and outer  wor lds  (Phys ica l  and Sp ir i tua l)

5.  Narrat ive

Uses metaphors to present mora l  cho ices  and se l f -ref lect ion



TYPES OF 

INDIGENOUS 

KNOWLEDGES



Traditional 

Knowledges

Tradit ional Knowledges (TK) 

are Knowledges, know-

how, ski l ls and pract ices that 

are developed, sustained and passed

on from generation to generation 

within a community, 

often forming part of i ts cultural 

or spir itual identity (WIPO, 2021).

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC.

https://www.rootsimple.com/2013/05/white-sage-and-bees-and-our-other-sage-friends/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Indigenous Cultural Expressions

• Similar to Traditional Knowledges but differs;

• Include dances, regalia, design, songs etc.

• Easier to cover under copyright law.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowichan_knitting
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Biocultural and 

Genetic 

Resources

Include microorganisms, plant 

varieties, animal breeds, 

genetic sequences, nucleotide 

and amino acid sequence 

information, traits, molecular 

events, plasmids, and vectors 

(WIPO, 2020).

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC.

https://foodb.ca/reports/saskatoon_berry
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


RESEARCH

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2016/02/18/reader-survey-what-do-you-value-about-lse-review-of-books/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Historic Research

Historically Indigenous research and data collection was done with 

problematic practices. There was a lack of Indigenous community control 

of the way that research and data was conducted and where the data will 

be stored, disseminated and destroyed.

Additionally, research was conducted without informed consent and 

through a colonial understanding, not taking into account Indigenous 

worldviews on what can and cannot be recorded and how information 

should be recorded ie. Photos, video recordings.



INDIGENOUS 

RESEARCH



Indigenous Community Centered 

Research

Indigenous centered research is;

1. Community- led

2. Incorporates Indigenous World Views

3. Purposeful

4. Personal

5. Based on relat ionships

6. Pushes back against colonia l boundar ies

7. Focused on resi l iency and resistance

8. Raises up Indigenous voices and peoples



INDIGENOUS DATA



Indigenous 

Knowledge 

Sharing 

Protocols

• Ownership and Inheritance – community, clan, fami l ies

• Earned

• Age

• Gender identity

• Geography

• Season

• Techniques – art,  harvesting

These protocols can use col lective Knowledges, 

and fol low Indigenous Laws



OER'S



What are OER's

• Open educational resources (OER) are teaching, 

learning, and research resources that are created with 

the intention of being freely avai lable to users. They 

may include, but are not l imited to, textbooks, 

readings, multi-media f i les, and courses.

• Most are covered by l icenses that al low for using, re-

mixing, and sharing.

• Break down barr iers for authors when it comes to 

publ ishing.

• Due to their openness paywall barriers are elevated.



5R's of 

OERS

1. Retain – the right to make, own, and control copies of the content

2. Reuse – the right to use the content in a wide range of ways (e.g., in a class, in a 

study group, on a website, in a video)

3. Revise – the right to adapt, adjust, modify, or alter the content itself (e.g., translate 

the content into another language)

4. Remix – the right to combine the original or revised content with other open content to 

create something new (e.g., incorporate the content into a mashup)

5. Redistribute – the right to share copies of the original content, your revisions, or your 

remixes with others (e.g., give a copy of the content to a friend)

David Wiley - https://opencontent.org/blog/archives/3221.

https://opencontent.org/blog/archives/3221


INDIGENOUS 

CONTENT IN OER'S



KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 

AND THOSE WHO POSSESS 

THAT KNOWLEDGE ARE IN 

POWER.



Indigenous Self-Determination and Sovereignty

Indigenous nations and Canada are sovereign nations. This means they are two 

separate governing bodies l iving on the same landmass.

The Canadian government recognizes Indigenous peoples right to remain 

sovereign and practice self -governance through section 35 of the constitution.

Indigenous self-government is the formal structure through which Indigenous 

communities may control the administration of their people, land, resources and 

related programs and policies, through agreements with different government 

agencies at all levels and institutions.



Copyright 

and 

Indigenous 

Knowledges

Younging, 2010, p.10 - Issues with IPR and its 

imposition on TK and Indigenous communities

Expressions of TK often cannot qualify for 

protection because they are too old and are, 

therefore, supposedly in the Public Domain;

The “author” of the material is often not identif iable 

and there is thus no “rights holder” in the usual 

sense of the term; and

TK is owned “collectively” by Indigenous groups for 

cultural claims and not by individuals or 

corporations for economic claims



Indigenous 

Data 

Sovereignty

Indigenous nations have the right to ownership and governance over 

data about them, regardless of where it is held and by whom;

Indigenous nations have the right to govern data in a way that aligns 

with their own data protocols and laws;

Indigenous Peoples also have the right to access data that supports 

nation re-building. This often includes access to government 

documents both historic and contemporary and archival documents.



GIDA



THINKING 

DIFFERENTLY ABOUT 

INDIGENOUS CONTENT 

IN OERS



Who is the 

Audience?

• Who is driving the creation of the OER?

• Community

• Indigenous, public, settler education etc.

• Age range

• Education Level

• National, international etc.



Content and Context

• What kinds of Knowledges are being shared?

• Is there any protocol that needs to be adhered to?

• Is there consent from the community to share information?

• Is this primary or secondary information?

• How can we support this? What is the role we need to take?



Letting 

Indigenous 

Peoples 

Take the 

Lead

Consult with community and let them take 

the lead on what content /Knowledges should 

be included

Build capacity with communities to create 

OER's at all steps

Build relationships



Questioning the 5R's of OER's

1.Retain – the r ight to make, own, and control copies of the content

2.Reuse – the r ight to use the content in a wide range of ways (e.g.,  in a c lass, in a study group, on a 

website, in a video)

3.Revise – the r ight to adapt, adjust,  modify,  or a lter the content itself  (e.g.,  translate the content into 

another language)

4.Remix – the r ight to combine the or ig inal or revised content with other open content to create 

something new (e.g.,  incorporate the content into a mashup)

5.Redistr ibute – the r ight to share copies of the or ig inal content,  your revis ions, or your remixes with 

others (e.g.,  g ive a copy of the content to a fr iend)



Indigenous 

OER Best 

Practices

1. Relationships must come first

2. Nothing about us without us

3. Integrate OCAP Principles into OER development

4. Not all Indigenous knowledge wants to be open

5. How information is shared matters

McCracken and Hogan

https://www.ecampusontario.ca/wp-

content/uploads/2020/08/OEProject-McCracken.pdf.



KIRKNESS AND BARNHARDT

• RESPECT of First Nations Cultural integrity.

• RELEVANCE to First Nations perspectives and 
experiences.

• RECIPROCAL Relationships.

• RESPONSIBILITY through Participation.

• https://www.afn.ca/uploads/fi les/education2/the4
rs.pdf.

UBC LONGHOUSE

• RESPECT forms the foundation for other values. 
Respect begins with self and ripples out to embrace 
family, community, nations, the natural world, and the 
creator.

• RELATIONSHIPS speak to our connection to al l  
creation and the creator.

• RESPONSIBILITY is when we understand what 
enhances wel lbeing and what diminishes it,  and we 
take responsibi l ity for strengthening it.

• REVERENCE is the meeting of respect and the sacred.

The 4R's of 

Indigenous 

Education 

and the 

Longhouse

https://www.afn.ca/uploads/files/education2/the4rs.pdf


The Indigenous 6R's of OER's

1. Respect – For Indigenous cultural identity, communities, and topics.

2. Relationships – connects to the concept of all of our relations and 

building relations with communities.

3. Responsibi l ity – Responsibi l ity to share only when we are allowed, 

and to publish in an ethical way while considering ownerships, protocols 

and community practices.

4. Reverence – Respect for the sacred.

5. Relevance - Legitimize and incorporate Indigenous Knowledges into 

curriculum when it makes sense.

6. Reciprocity – Giving back.



WHAT'S NEXT



Contact Me!

• Email – Kayla.lar-

son@ubc.ca

• Twitter -

@AuntyLibrarian

mailto:Kayla.lar-son@ubc.ca

