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Territorial Acknowledgement
Living, working and learning on unceded traditional territories of 

Coast Salish Peoples -- xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh 
(Squamish), səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.

BCcampus acknowledges the səl̓ilwətaɁɬ təməxʷ (Tsleil-Waututh), 
Skwxwú7mesh-ulh Temíx̱w (Squamish), xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
WS̱ÁNEĆ (Saanich), and the Esquimalt and Songhees Nations of the 
Lək̓ʷəŋən (Lekwungen) Peoples, on whose traditional territories we 

are privileged to live, work, and learn.
Through our work we are learning to incorporate Indigenous 

epistemologies into our actions and understandings, supporting 
decolonization, reconciliation, and Indigenization to advocate 
systemic changes in the post-secondary environment of B.C.



Overview

1. Copyright
2. About open education and 

open educational resources
3. Creative Commons licences.
4. Finding OER.
5. Attribution and OER.
6. OER's combine and remix.
7. Discussion



Copyright

©

Copyright is the legal framework for 
protecting the intellectual property of 
creative works.

In Canada rights are defined under the 
Copyright Act of Canada and is jointly 
administered by Industry Canada and the 
Department of Canadian Heritage.

• Permission to reproduce, adapt, and 
share the work is given by the creator of 
the work

• Copyright protection is automatic. It's not 
something one to applies for.... or...



What is open education?
“Open education combines the established tradition of sharing good ideas with 

fellow educators and the collaborative, interactive culture of the Internet. It is built 
on the belief that everyone should have the freedom to use, customize, improve, 

and redistribute educational resources without constraint.”

— Cape Town Open Education Declaration, 2007

Excerpt from the Cape Town Open Education Declaration. Licensed under CC BY

https://www.capetowndeclaration.org/read-the-declaration


Definition 
of OER

“OER is sharing” by Giulia Forsythe. Public domain.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gforsythe/38088290601/in/photolist-212JrPx-9spt8d-2beEZgu-mT86SW-p4pPh8-9spt8w-9smtGR-NzuHSc-xyxPp-4s3fV9-6JtJx9-5HEa3L-844ssT-hQ7sWJ-a6hBLk-575oz1-anud6s-bW86C1-cVZ4CS-NzupjF-9cUFhX-4X2PM8-NzuoDn-9m8vyQ-9cXLHh-a6kkc7-9Gh9d6-29zd8wy-29zd9KA-6BfoE2-F9yKf-a6kiBC-847Fq5-NzuJ5M-8yja3V-QcVrMU-aNK3hv-844Apx-F9ybj-QcV6dC-aNJXwK-F9zc2-aNLoFk-nAtN7E-XoBDSf-YnSuAj-XoBFgh-XoBFuU-QcVohC-FLrSDj
https://www.flickr.com/photos/gforsythe/


Creative Commons 
Licenses

to Reuse and Share

• BY = Attribution

• SA = ShareAlike

• NC = NonCommercial

• ND = NoDerivatives Creative Commons licenses icons are used under the Creative Commons Trademark 
policy.

https://creativecommons.org/policies#trademark
https://creativecommons.org/policies#trademark


Creative Commons 
Public Domain 

Dedication
(CC0)

● The creator gave up the copyright and put 
their work in the worldwide public domain.

● Allows distribute, remix, adapt, and build 
upon the material in any format, with no 
conditions. 

● Attribution is not required.



License and share 
your own materials

Things to keep in mind

● You still hold copyright over the content
● Creative Commons licences are “non-

exclusive,” meaning you can apply a 
different license to your content in the 
future

● Creative Commons licences are 
irrevocable

Steps
1. Select the licence you want to use.

○ License Chooser

2. Put the license information and your name 
on your content. You can also add the 
picture of the license to your resource.

3. Share your content.

https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/


Termination 
of CC 

licences

• Creative Commons licences expire when the 
underlying copyright and similar rights expire.

• All of the CC licences terminate if you fail to 
follow the license conditions. If this happens, 
you no longer have a licence to use the 
material.

• In the 4.0 licences, your rights under the license 
are automatically reinstated if you correct this 
failure within 30 days of discovering the violation.

• Under the 3.0 and earlier licences, there is no 
automatic reinstatement.



The Five R’s

Retain The right to make, own, and control copies of 
the content.

Reuse The right to use the content in a wide range of 
ways.

Revise The right to adapt, adjust, modify, or alter the 
content itself.

Remix The right to combine the original or revised 
content with other material to create 
something new.

Redistribute The right to share copies of the original 
content, your revisions, or your remixes with 
others.

The 5 Rs are based on original 
writing by David Wiley, which was 
published freely under a CC BY 
4.0 license at 
http://opencontent.org/definition/.

http://opencontent.org/definition/


Why use and 
create OER?

• OER can make post-secondary education 
more financially accessible.

• Instructors can customize the content to the 
needs of their course and their teaching style.

• OER are available to anyone for free online



Find OER



B.C. Open Collection
● Over 300 

open textbooks
● Reviewed by the BC 

Community
● Indexed for Adoption 

and Accessibility
● Many 

include supplementary
materials (i.e., syllabi 
test banks, 
slides, videos)

collection.bccampus.ca



Pressbooks Directory

● A place to keep 
an eye out for 
OER new titles

● Also powerful to 
search and filter 
through all 
books published 
in Pressbooks.

pressbooks.directory



OER by Discipline Directory - opentextbc.ca/oerdiscipline



OER by Discipline Directory - Parts and Chapters



Find Open Images: Flickr

Note: Flickr uses CC 2.0, so make sure you properly attribute the images as required by licence.



https://search.creativecommons.org/

https://search.creativecommons.org/


Find Open Images: Google

Google and the Google logo are registered trademarks of Google LLC, used with permission.

https://www.google.com/permissions/products/


Other Open Image Sites
Pixabay (pixabay.com) Unsplash (unsplash.com)

Pexels (pexels.com)



Find Open Videos: YouTube



Suggestions for the Collection

BCcampus Open Education offers a growing collection of 
resources designed for educators across the province. If you 
have identified an open textbook in your subject area, course 
level, or program, or for your faculty needs, that is not currently 
in our collection, we’d like to hear about it.

Submission Form: https://collection.bccampus.ca/suggest-
textbook



Use and Share
OER



Citation vs. Attribution

• Citation: A citation allows authors to provide the source of any 
quotations, ideas, and information that they include in their own 
work based on the copyrighted works of other authors.

• Attribution: Attribution is the cornerstone condition when using a 
resource or text released with an open-copyright licence. This 
legal requirement states that users must attribute — give 
credit to — the creator of the work.

Citatation vs. Attribution from Self-Publishing Guide by Lauri Aesoph is used under a CC BY 4.0 license.

https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide/chapter/citation-vs-attribution/
https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Citation Attribution

Academic and legal purposes 
(plagiarism and copyright 
infringement).

Legal purposes (e.g., rules of Creative 
Commons licences).

Protects an author who wants to refer 
to a restricted work by another author.

Author of an open work has given 
advanced permissions to use their 
work.

Quote or paraphrase a limited 
portion of a restricted work.

Quote (or paraphrase) all or a portion of 
an openly licensed work.

Can paraphrase, but cannot change
work without permission.

Author has given advanced permission 
to change work.

Many citation styles are available: APA, 
Chicago, MLA.

Attribution statement styles are still 
emerging, but there are some defined 
best practices.

Citatation vs. Attribution from Self-Publishing Guide by Lauri Aesoph is used under a CC BY 4.0 licence.

https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide/chapter/citation-vs-attribution/
https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


How to attribute 
(give credit) 

when using OER

T - Title
A - Author
S - Source (link)
L - Licence

“Tabby cat zoom 3" 
by Quentin Lowagie is 
licensed under a CC BY 
4.0 licence.

https://commons.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Klow
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Creative Commons - YouTube



Creative Commons - Wikipedia



Creative Commons – Open Textbooks



Creative Commons – Other Examples



Where will you find license information?

Look on pages/sections related to:
• Copyright
• Terms of Use
• Permissions

This info may also be provided in webpage and 
document footers.



What to look for?

Open
• “CC BY,” “CC BY-NC,” etc.
• “Creative Commons 

Attribution…”
• Creative Commons icons:

Not open
• All rights reserved.
• No mention of licence 

information.



Creative Commons - Flickr



Remixing OER



Write an attribution statement



What would be the best 
attribution statement for 

this work?

a) White Gray Minuet Cat by 
William Parker is licensed 
under a CC BY-SA 4.0 licence.

b) Photo by William Parker / CC 
BY-SA

c) Photo: Wikimedia Commons
d) Source: William Parker

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:White_Gray_Minuet_Cat.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en


Ideal Attribution:
White Gray Minuet Cat by William Parker is 

licensed under a CC BY-SA 4.0 licence.

Good attribution:
Photo by William Parker / CC BY-SA
• Missing the correct title and links

Incorrect Attribution:
Photo: Wikimedia Commons
• Missing the correct title, author, links, and licence
• Wikimedia Commons is the image site, not the 

creator/copyright owner

More information can be found at Best practices for attribution

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:White_Gray_Minuet_Cat.png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Best_practices_for_attribution


Learn more about licenses
• Creative Commons License Chooser
• Citation vs. Attribution
• Best Practices for Attribution

https://chooser-beta.creativecommons.org/
https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide/chapter/citation-vs-attribution/
https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Best_practices_for_attribution


Find OER at these sites

• B.C. Open Collection
• Pressbooks Directory
• OER by Discipline 

Directory
• OASIS
• Flickr
• Wikimedia Commons

• Creative Commons Search 
Tool

• Pixabay
• Pexels
• Unsplash
• More open image collection 

via OER by Discipline 
Directory

https://collection.bccampus.ca/
https://pressbooks.directory
https://opentextbc.ca/oerdiscipline
https://opentextbc.ca/oerdiscipline
https://oasis.geneseo.edu/
https://www.flickr.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://pixabay.com/
https://pexels.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://opentextbc.ca/oerdiscipline/chapter/multimedia-collections/
https://opentextbc.ca/oerdiscipline/chapter/multimedia-collections/
https://opentextbc.ca/oerdiscipline/chapter/multimedia-collections/


OER Production Series Webinars
Find, Use, and Share OER – May 3

Technical Accessibility – May 10
Introduction to Pressbooks – May 17

Advanced Pressbooks – May 26
UDL and OER – May 31

Register at https://bccampus.ca/events/

https://bccampus.ca/events/


Questions?
Link to the slides: bit.ly/FUSOER
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