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Who am I?



Get grounded
CEL Overview
Virtual CEL
Reflection and questions



Why are you
here?

 
What do you
want to give?

What do you
want to get?

Let’s get grounded!

Doodle or
write a

response to
these

questions



Why are you
here?

 
What do you
want to give?

What do you
want to get?

Let’s meet each other!

Share your
name and

your
responses to

these
questions



Community-Engaged Learning (CEL) is essentially 
experiential learning WITH community. 

Students actively engage with course content through a
combination of collaborations with community and

facilitated critical reflection.

CEL at UVic

CEL can include: 
Service-learning;
Applied research and projects;
Field-based learning



Generalizing
Developing real-
world principles

Processing
Discussing patterns 

and dynamics 

Experiencing
The activity

phase

Sharing
Exchanging
reactions 

and
observations

Applying
Planning effective 

use of learning

Kolb’s Experiential Learning Cycle – revamped by University of Minnesota 

“Education,
therefore, is a

process of living
and not a

preparation for
future living.” 

– John Dewey  

http://www.servicelearning.umn.edu/info/reflection.html

Experiential Learning Cycle 

Now
what?

So
what?

What?



Why we do CEL

Tree ofTree of  
CELCEL

Skill-Skill-
buildingbuilding

Forming
Formingconnections

connections

Reflection

Reflection

CivicCivic

engagement
engagement

Making
Makingmeaning

meaning

ReciprocityReciprocity

RelationalityRelationality

GainingGaining

experience
experience

Place-Place-
basedbased

Relevant
Relevant



KNOWINGKNOWING
MYSELFMYSELF

KNOWING MYKNOWING MY
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

BUILDINGBUILDING
MY SKILLSMY SKILLS

HOW I WILLHOW I WILL
CONTRIBUTECONTRIBUTE

Why we do CEL



CEL as Expansive 

Spectrum of EngagementSpectrum of Engagement



Examples

Show story map



Reflection!

 Guiding Principles in CEL

Collaborating with
integrity and
reciprocity 

Fostering and
recognizing meaning

Life-long learning

Civic Engagement

Democratization of
knowledge

Avoid
dysfunctional

rescuing!

Ethics and
protocls of

engagement!



Student
Learning

Intended Learn
ing

Outco
mes

Assessments

Instructional

Strategies 

Critical
reflection

Community
experience

Finding Alignment

There many considerations to
make when planning effective and
aligned collaborations, including:

Community partner needs,
interests and mentorship
capacity 
Student’s level of skill, knowledge,
interest, experience and maturity
Instructor’s experience,
knowledge, interest (e.g.
alignment with research) and
available time
Course learning outcomes
The relationship between
students, instructors and
community



Class-time is virtual, but
community-engaged elements
of the course can happen in
person in the student’s
community.

Two Types of Virtual CEL

All elements of the course,
including community-
engaged elements are
virtual.



Reflection!

Creating Community in
the Online Classroom

Collaborating with
integrity and
reciprocity 

Fostering and
recognizing meaning

Life-long learning

The role of the
instructor

Democratization of
knowledge

Ethics and
protocls of

engagement!

Facilitator
Knowledge

expert
Coach

Evaluator



Active Listening

Paying attentionPaying attention

ReflectingReflecting

WithholdingWithholding
judgementjudgement

ClarifyingClarifying

SummarizingSummarizing

SharingSharing



Getting to know
each other

Tell me a story gameTell me a story game



Virtual Reflection
Activities

Continuous

Scaffolded

Using multiple formats

Shared for feedback

Aligned with community
experience and course

content



Closing Reflection

Find an object around you that resonates with what
you learned today or what you take away from this
session. 

Write a brief statement about your
object and how it relates to the prompt.

Share a word in the chat that sums up
this statement. 

3 min



Thank you! 
Questions? Comments?

Contact:
Rhianna Nagel
celc1@uvic.ca
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