


Land Acknowledgement

Vancouver is located on territory that was never ceded 
or given up to the Crown by the Musqueam 

xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (People of the Inlet), Squamish 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Mother of the Wind), or səlilwətaɬ 

Tsleil-Waututh (People of the River Grass).

https://vancouver.ca/people-programs/land-acknowledgement.aspx



What is Animaker?

Intuitive online tool for creating professional-looking animations

Key Features of Animaker:

• User-friendly drag-and-drop interface

• Access to extensive characters and AI-powered elements

• AI-powered subtitle creation  

• Natural-sounding AI voiceovers  

• AI-powered explainer videos 



Why Animation and Animaker?

- Supports Multiple Means of Representation (Universal Design for 

Learning or UDL Principle )

- Engages Visual Learners

- Supports Auditory Learners

- Supports Visual Storytelling & scenario-based learning

- Promotes creativity and collaboration



Question: How familiar are you with Animaker or 
animation tools in general?

• Very familiar, I use it regularly

• Somewhat familiar, I’ve used it a few times

• Not familiar at all, this is my first time

           Poll #1



Free Account
- Animations under 2 minutes 
- Elements without the stars







Today’s Workshop:

• Overview of Animaker’s AI tools

• How to Make Explainer videos (2 ways)
• Explainer #1: GenAI 
• Explainer #2: Create from scratch + GenAI voiceovers

• Adding GenAI subtitles to Explainer #2

• Student projects (time permitting)











Explainer #1: Animaker GenAI
Workshop Overview 



















Explainer #2: Create from scratch + GenAI Voiceovers
Writing for the Media



My slide > ChatGPT 

Create a script for an explainer video titled 
Opinion Writing and Columnists and 
explain the following: 1) who gets to be a 
columnist? 2) What can they write about? 
3)Are they restricted? 4)Importance of 
research for a good opinion article 5) 
Columns vs blogs



ChatGPT











Explainer #2: Adding GenAI subtitles









Question: Do you see Animaker being a useful tool 
in your teaching?

• Yes, definitely! I can see how it will enhance my lessons.

• Maybe, I need to explore it more to be sure.

• Not sure, I need more information before making a decision.

           Poll #2



Open an account

Go to www.animaker.com and sign up for a free account or log in if 
you already have an account.

You also click on Create for free

 

http://www.animaker.com/


Question: Did you successfully create an Animaker 
account?

• Yes, no issues at all!

• I encountered some difficulties, but I managed to sign up.

• No, I was unable to sign up. 

           Poll #3



Scavenger Hunt

Locate the "Create New 
Project" button and 
create from scratch. 

1
Add a character to your 
project (cartoon) and 
horizontal video. 

2
Build your own 
character (customize 
the character’s 
appearance: clothing, 
hair, color, etc).

3
Generate background 
using AI. Put a 
description in the box. 
Click on one image and 
add it to your timeline. 

4



Scavenger Hunt 

Type in “dance” in the box for 
action (Character) 

Select a free dance track

Hit play!



Question: Did you successfully make your 
customized character dance?

• Yes!

• I encountered some difficulties, but I managed it.

• No, I was unable to. 

           Poll #4



The first time I used Animaker to illustrate 
cognitive biases



Design considerations for Using Animaker



Explainer #1: GenAI 

- Click on “Generate animated video with AI”
- Choose course overview (or a different option)
- Describe your course





Question: Did you find the AI-generated animation 
helpful for visualizing your course overview?

• Very helpful

• Neutral 

• It didn’t turn out the way I had imagined

           Poll #4



Explainer #2: Create from scratch + ChatGPT 
+ GenAI voiceovers
- Choose a slide you use in your classroom, or
- Think about the outline of a lesson
- Open ChatGPT
- Ask for a script (must include the word “script”)
- Include the title and the bullet points



My slide > ChatGPT 

Create a script for an explainer video titled 
Opinion Writing and Columnists and 
explain the following: 1) who gets to be a 
columnist? 2) What can they write about? 
3)Are they restricted? 4)Importance of 
research for a good opinion article 5) 
Columns vs blogs



ChatGPT



Explainer #2: Create from scratch + ChatGPT 
+ GenAI voiceovers
- Go to Animaker and start creating your scenes only
- Choose simple background or use AI-generated ones
- Add voiceovers when you’re done

  *You may need to adjust the length of your scene to match the    
length of the voice over. 

- Publish and download your video





Publish and Download



Question: How easy was it to create your explainer 
video with ChatGPT script?

• Very easy

• Easy

• Neutral 

• Difficult

• Very difficult

           Poll #6



Explainer #2: Adding Subtitles

• Click on “more” on the left hand menu bar
• Scroll till you see “subtitles”
• Choose an exported video, upload one or choose one from your 

library
• Choose “Auto Generate” subtitles (takes time and under 15 

minutes per month is free)
• View your subtitles and revise accordingly









Evaluating Animaker together! (Breakout rooms)

- Group discussion on this tool’s potential 

- Collecting feedback and suggestions

- Discussion on integrating Animaker into existing curricula



Thank you!
Maryam Safa Schneider 

Assistant Professor at University Canada West 
maryam.safaschneider@ucanwest.ca

mailto:maryam.safaschneider@ucanwest.ca
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