	
	
	



Cost Indicator Definitions
Attributes 
Attribute
A label used to identify a particular trait of a course section. Specific to this project, attributes are used to indicate the general cost of required course materials for a course section or program. These labels are visible to students before registration and support transparent, informed decision-making about course costs. Common attributes include Zero Textbook Cost and Low Textbook Cost.
Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC)
An attribute that may apply to an individual course section or to an entire credentialled program in which students do not have to pay for required course materials. This can be achieved through using open educational resources, library-licensed materials, free instructor-created materials, and other learning materials with no cost to students. 
“ZTC” indicates that materials are available for free in at least one format, such as digital. The material may be available in other formats, such as print, for an optional cost.
Low Textbook Cost (LTC) 
An attribute that may apply to a course section in which the total combined cost of all required course materials is $40 CAD or less, based on the institutional bookstore price. The institutional bookstore price serves as the standard reference point for calculating course material costs and excludes pricing from secondary markets such as used book exchanges, rentals, or informal resale markets (individual institutions may set different thresholds).
Course Materials
Course Materials
Educational resources such as required textbooks, workbooks, lab manuals, readers, access codes, or subscriptions to online learning platforms (e.g., online homework systems). This term excludes supplemental items, such as lab coats and kits, goggles, calculators, blue books, scantron forms, and art supplies.
Open Educational Resources (OER)
Teaching, learning, and research resources that permit free use and repurposing because they are under an open-copyright licence such as a Creative Commons License or because they reside in the public domain and are not copyrighted.
Library-Licensed Materials
Readings, eBooks, or videos that students and instructors can access through their institution’s library.
Instructor-Created Materials
Slides, notes, and online content designed for a course by its instructor and distributed to students for free. These materials may or may not be published on the internet or openly licensed. Textbooks authored by an instructor and sold for profit are commercial course materials. 
Commercial Course Materials
Copyrighted educational resources published by for-profit publishers — or otherwise sold for profit — that students can purchase.
References
While writing our definitions, we referred to the following sources:
· Aesoph, L.M. (2018). Self-publishing guide. BCcampus. https://opentextbc.ca/selfpublishguide/back-matter/glossary/
· BCcampus. (n.d.). Zero textbook cost (ZTC) programs. BCcampus. https://bccampus.ca/projects/archives/zed-cred-z-degrees/
· KPU. (n.d.). Zero textbook cost courses. Kwantlen Polytechnic University. https://www.kpu.ca/open/ztc
· KPU. (n.d.). Low textbook cost courses. Kwantlen Polytechnic University. https://www.kpu.ca/open/ltc 
· VIU Students' Union. (2025, November 3). VIU is going ZTC: No textbook costs, more accessible learning. VIUSU. https://www.viusu.ca/news/ztc 

	[image: ]
	 “Cost Indicator Definitions” by BCcampus is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International Licence



image1.png
() _®




